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"I want to talk about this right here, tonight so what is this tobacco–

how many people have given or gifted tobacco to someone in their lifetime?

In fact I think we should really just talk about tobacco.

Because everything in the gift of what my auntie and uncle just gave me can teach us absolutely
everything you need to know about life and law in this territory.

It demonstrates to you about the value of commitment and responsibility and energy and
patience and love. This [holding tobacco pouch], if you're able to get lucky enough to get so
much about and gift it to someone, what you're saying is, “Look how hard I have worked for you
to give this gift to you” and it's incredible responsibility for me to take this from you…

…it's an incredible responsibility because I am taking your time the most valuable gift we have
in this lifetime. I'm taking, I'm holding your time. Now course it’s a little different now we buy
things now it's not quite the same kind of energy but you can imagine what the tradition is that
goes into tobacco.

I want to talk about gifts tonight and I want to talk about the power of gifts, the responsibility of
gifts, and the law of gifts because what you have entered into and I see in your programs there
is: we are treaty people, we are people welcome on this territory. Well all of that is because of
law. You are welcome because of law, because of the things that have happened before you
have arrived that have welcomed you into this place and you are so lucky so lucky to be a part
of this place, just as I am lucky to be a part of this place, because someone had to welcome me
into this place too.

Someone had to welcome my great great great great great great great great great
grandparents, into this place– all the way back to the first moment of creation. That moment of
creation when human beings were set down onto this Earth, someone had to be there to
welcome them.

I need to say that again – when human beings are placed onto this Earth someone had to be
there to care for human beings, someone had to be there to take care of them, to welcome them
into the territories, not cast them out. Someone had to be there to give them their skins and their
bodies and their territories in which to live and those beings are not just the animal so though
you can probably see a quick connection there but also the water and the air and the Sun and
the stars; all of those beings had to agree for human beings to be a part of their life time so
that's the gift that's the gift of acceptance and the gift of recognition.

https://youtu.be/CTE-yJ_U0U4


Because when I say at the beginning, Namagoshen dodem. What I'm telling you that I am
rainbow trout clan, so what I’m telling you is I have a unique relationship with rainbow trout but it
doesn't end there, does it?

I have a unique relationship with water because water is a relative to rainbow trout, I'm also
telling you that I have a relation with air which is connected with water and so on and so on and
so on and so on

…when you accept the gift you carry the responsibility of the gifts so that when you give me this
tobacco you expect me to do something with it, to use it, to think about it because every gift you
have two options to do: you can either take it or you can throw it on the ground and walk away.
That's your options of the gift and what is the law of the gift?

What gifts will we be giving to them? What gifts will those be? So, what is this all say to you?
What does it all say to you tonight? It says to you three things: it says that First Nations need
allies and they're looking for allies. All three stories that I told you are about gifts.

Because gift-giving has always been the way relationships are formed in this territory.

Those gift-giving processes are not just simple friendly making things– that's how law operated.
When treaty one was negotiated, just down the road over here or over there, it was a day full of
gift-giving before any talk about land. In any process, gifts are the process that make
relationships, and if there's no gifts there's no relationships. Remember you always have a job,
when you get a gift you receive it and you either think about it,take it reflect upon it, or you throw
it away. Now First Nations are looking for allies and how are they doing that they're looking at
your gifts.

And so tonight I want to I want to do the second part of my talk tonight by talking about the
responsibilities of gifts and that the responsibilities that you have as members of a relationship
to give your gifts and what are those gifts that you're giving? So the first thing is that I would
encourage you to think about it any interaction with First Nations people but interactions
amongst yourselves on this land with not just Native peoples but also with the land itself, is what
are the gifts that are being exchanged? That's a law, by making that offering.

Now creation has a choice in whether to accept your gift or not and you hope it does and that's
what that Sunrise ceremony that we do every morning as Anishinabe is all about. We hope the
sun will rise, that's what that song is called, that's what that song is about and if it doesn't, we're
in a lot of trouble.

Now the second thing that I would say about gifts is that there is a responsibility that when you
take a gift to think about what the gift means. When you accept a gift, you when you take this
tobacco, I'm thinking what do you want, what would you like, and what is my responsibility to



you by accepting that gift? By you walking into someone's home and them offering you food and
their name and a greeting– every single part of that is a part of a gift– is a part of telling you who
they are. The word ‘bozhoo’ for example, it's not a reference to a French word, even though
some may talk about that, it's a reference to Winnabozhoo, it's a reference to our very first
relation.

So when we say Bozho to you we’re actually telling you about creation, we’re telling you all
about who our relatives are, who are families are. And the second thing is when we say our
name when I say … I'm telling you who I am. So who I am and what I do and my job and my
entire life is based around this job in the word, Neegonewewidem means, a future sound or
sound that announces the future and when I was given that name at 6 years old, I've spent my
whole life trying to live up to that name because that name is a gift and that's the gift, it's a
responsibility.

And that when I give you that name, I asked you to think about what I'm what am I doing or what
am what am I hope to do, that when you give me your name that I think about all of those
relations that were had to be there to give you that name. Because when you tell me your name,
you’re not just telling me about yourself, you're telling me about all of your relations, all of your
ancestors, and all of the work that it took for you to get standing and sitting right here, right now,
in 2014.

And that's how law works. Because gifts are not about endings, gifts are about beginnings.

This tobacco that you gave to me tonight, I will never forget. This night where we met tonight,
we talked, where you started telling Sinclair family secrets, I'll never forget that, right. Because
when I see you again, I will think about that and we will be tied together forever. And when we
meet again, what’s the first thing ready to do? Trade a name, greeting, probably some food, and
a story. Because that relationship never ends it goes forever. So that, when you come to those
gatherings, you think about the responsibilities of those gifts in the law around those gifts.

The third thing I want to say is, when you have your gifts when you give your gifts that you
recognize the power of those gifts because you yourself are inside of that gift that you give to a
First Nations person.

The fourth one is the most complex out of all of those things and I would just encourage you that
when you were interacting with anyone in this environment for First Nations in particular, but
with the Earth, is that the power of gifts sometimes are in letting the gifts grow on their own. And
there are times to recognize the autonomy of gifts and to recognize the independence of them,
because at times gifts need time to grow.

Gifts and relationships do not grow overnight.



The most important thing to recognize is that gifts and relationships take a long period of time in
which to grow. And I think that for me is one of the biggest failures of the Christiansw in First
Nation communities,  is that there's been an expectation that that relationship can happen so
quickly and that is the epitome of that is the residential school system. The residential school
system attempted as quickly as possible to try indoctrinate and change and assimilate First
Nations children into what was perceived to be a sort of sense of Christianity because what I
actually think is what was produced was not a sense of Christianity. It was not based on the
teachings of Christianity. What instead was, it was a very violent, hierarchical, and abusive
relationship is what was formed for the most part, not for everyone, but for the most part. And as
a result those residential school system have created now a legacy of distrust, pain, anger,
mistrust, and a failure of gift-giving, a denial of gifts. And that it is almost extremely impossible,
it's almost impossible in many cases, for First Nations people to recognize that the church has
any gifts to give whatsoever. And as a result of that system, it will take beyond our lives to ever
begin to open that conversation again for many of us.

And for many of us, we want that relationship to happen overnight, we want that relationship to
fix.

But I can tell you that people are so blocked by that residential school experience that it is
almost impossible to see it, it is impossible to see the power of love when you are so hurt by a
relationship that was expected to change overnight. And that what happened with those the
residential school survivors, is they learn that pain and they learn that indoctrination and they
learn that is those assaults and they brought that home and brought that to those communities
because when you had no parents yourself, it was very difficult.

I know that because I experienced it myself.

But the power of gifts is that the gifts can teach us patience, gifts can teach us about
responsibility and maybe, maybe if we work everyday at a year maybe, we might get a little
ways, a tiny little bit, but look at the beauty that we create; if we're patient and if we spend
everyday at it. And for those of us if we spend our entire life working at it, we can maybe begin
to rectify some sense of relationship and that for some indigenous people there might be a
possibility to see some beauty in this relationship what it is now. For many it's not, it's not
healthy and it's represented in Lake Winnipeg.

Because in the end, the last gift, the 5th that I would encourage you to think about is– that gifts
begat more gifts– and that if our gifts are given and they are accepted in the kindest and
gentlest way as anishinabe when they were placed on this Earth and those animals agreed to
take good care of us, and that as a result the gift we gave back is that we would carry their
names forever. So there's a rainbow trout out there at the first beginning of creation that said,
“We'll take the sinclairs! We'll take those guys!”. And when they agreed to take care of us and all
of those rainbow trout that now have worked hard, and very hard, so that I could be standing
here right now, that took an entire.. that took one rainbow trout to think, well I need to do that



forever. That took one spirit of that water and the spirit of the air, and the spirit of the earth, to
have vision so that we could be inheriting this earth now and that we could be a part of this
incredible creation.

We need to give gifts in the interest of more gifts, let me say that again, when you give a gift, I
want you to think, what's my next gift? When you sing a song, I want you to think– what's the
next song I'm going to sing, when you gift food– what's the next food I'm going to bring, when
you give your name– when is the next time I'm going to see that person.

…

What I’de say, is that most indigenous communities think in terms of what's the next step in this
relationship. When I give you that gift, when I give you that food or when I give you that name or
when I give you that time and when I give you that treaty, when I give you that dodem, when I
give you an offering of this walk around Lake Winnipeg where I'm carrying Lake Winnipeg with
me and it never stops moving, and I carry that, you can imagine his grandmother's walking 49
km a day.

When they're walking on that Highway and they're making an offering to you then what is the
next offering they're going to do, well they're going to get up the next day and they're going to do
it again. And so now when they're doing that work for you and for your children and for your
grandchildren and for your grandchildren's, grandchildren.

What are you going to do with that gift? Every gift that you give has an opportunity to create
something in the future, and that is ultimately what you hope to create is, life.


